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" Western's Diamond 
Jubilee: Foundation 
for the Future 
Friday, October 30 
5:00 p.m. 
Golden Anniversary Club Reception. Executive Room, Garrett Con-
ference Center. Western graduates from 1914-1931 will be honored. 
6:30 p.m. 
Alumni Banquet. Garrett Conference Center Ballroom. Special guests in-
clude the Class of 1931 and former WKU cheerleaders. Master of 
Ceremonies is Bob Proctor, with remarks by President Zacharias, Coach 
Jimmy Feix and Alumni Director Lee Robertson. A slide presentation 
highlighting Western's 75 years will be featured. Tickets are $6. 
7:00 p.m. 
"Big Red's Roar." Smith Stadium. An evening of music, fireworks and 
fun. The star of the pep rally will be Big Red, with support from the WKU 
cheerleaders, the Big Red Marching Band, the football team and coaches, 
the Homecoming Candidates and towel-waving Topper fans! A huge 
fireworks display will bring the pep rally to a spectacular conclusion. 
9:30 p.m. 
Alumni Dance. Indian Hills Country Club. Music will be provided by Billy 
Vaughn and the New Dixieland Band. Everyone is welcome. Tickets are $5. 
Saturday, October 31 
8:00 a.m. 
Herald Breakfast. Downing University Center Dining Room. 
9:00 a.m. 
Alumni Reception. Craig Alumni Center provides a great place to refresh, 
relax, and watch the parade. Everyone is welcome. 
10:00 a.m. 
Homecoming Parade. Floats will depict events in the history of Western. 
10:00 a.m. 
"W" Club Brunch. Diddle Arena Auxiliary Gym. 
12:30 p.m. 
Queen Coronation Ceremony. Smith Stadium. 
1:00 p.m. 
Homecoming Game. Western will take on Morehead State at Smith 
Stadium. Admission is $5 and all seats are reserved. 
, 
Halftime at the Game 
'l'he Wonderful World of Music. The Big Red Band will salute Western's 
75th Anniversary. 
After the Game 
. Homecoming Reception. On the lawn across from Smith Stadium . Enter-
tainment and refreshments will be provided for all alumni, students, faculty 
and staff, and other friends of the university. 
After the Game 
Recreation Alumni Reception. The recreation curriculum invites present 
and former students to Diddle Arena Room 212. 
Congratulations Hilltoppers 
on ,your Diamond Jubilee 
.Footwear Village commends Western Ken-
tucky University for 75 years of continued 
service in higher education. 
From academics to athletics, Western has 
always stood for excellence and has set the 
pace for innovative and practical fields of 
study. 
While you're in town for Homecoming 
stop by Footwear Village, 
Bowling Green's newest and most complete 
store for shoes & selected clothing. 
We're your headquarters for 
Stride Rite • French Shriner • Sebago • Joyce 
Capezio • Famolare • NCAA • Gant 
Nunn Bush • Contempo 
Plus many, many more! 
Footwear Village 
... By The Park 
1002 State St. 782-7000 
Saturday 9-5 Monday-Friday 9-6 
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Parade to recognizeWKU 75th anniversary 
O n e', of t he , t r ad i tiona l 
highlights of Homecoming is the 
pagentry of the Homecoming 
Parade. 
The 1981 parade is designed to 
recognize the University 's 75th 
anniversary with the procession of 
floats presenting a historical pic-
ture of Western. 
The parade will follow the 
traditional route, which begins at 
12th and State Streets, goes north 
on State to Park Row, crosses to 
College Street, then proceeds 
south to 11 th Street , turns right 
and crosses to Center Street. The 
parade will proceed south and 
terminate at L.T. Smith Stadium. 
The parade will be led by the 
Pershing Rifles Honor Guard and 
Big Red Marching Band. Area 
high school bands will also par-
ticipate and th 1980 Homecoming 
Queen, Miss Jane Lockin , will be 
the Grand Marshal. 
And here's the float lineup, 
with a description of WKU events 
to be highlighted , and listing can-
didates for Homecoming Queen , 
sponsored by organizations who 
built the floats. 
-The Industrial Education and 
Technology Club arid Society of 
M echanical Engineers: In 1906 
the State Legislature established 
the Western Kentucky State Nor-
. mal School. Queen Candidate: 
Sara J. Wehage; 
- Alpha Delta Pi and Sigma 
Alpha Epsilon : In 1910 a baseball 
game represented the first WKU 
athletic event. Queen Candidate: 
Sheila Dunbar; 
-Phi Mu and Sigma Phi Ep-
silon: On Feb. 4, 1911, the loca-
tion of the school was moved from 
the Southern Normal Building to 
the hilltop. Queen Candidate,: 
Debra Young; 
-B emis Lawrence Hall, 
Douglas Keen Hall and Hugh 
Poland Hall: The first issue of the 
"Talisman" was-printed in 1924. 
Queen Candidate: Kim Dummer; 
- Kappa Alpha and Alpha 
Omicron Pi: The first issue of 
"The College Heights Herald" 
was printed in 1925. Queen Can-
didate: Cathy Scheiss; 
-Kappa Delta and Pi Kappa 
Alpha: On Dec. 31 , 1959, Coach 
Diddle gained his 700th victory in 
the Sugar Bowl Tournament. 
Queen Candidate: SAndy 
Douglas; 
- Sigma Chi and Chi Omega: 
The Board of Regents approved 
t he establishment of a nation.al 
fraternity system in 1961. Queen 
Candidate: Lisa Harper ; 
- Accounting Club and Phi 
Beta Lambda : The Bowling 
Green College of Commerce 
merged with Western in 1963; 
-Mc L ean H a ll , Barn es -
Campbell Hall and Gilbert Hall: 
-Sigma Kappa and Phi Delta 
Theta: President Kelly Thomp-
son revealed the Master Plan , in-
dicative of the University's ' 
growth, Jan. 13, 1965. Queen 
Candidate: Donna Livesay; 
celebrates it 75th anniversary! 
Que e n Cand idate: J o lene 
Fillman; and ,OJ 
On Dec. 12, 1963, Count Basie 
gave the first concert in Diddle 
Arena. Queen Candidate: Myra 
Alvey; 
-Gamma Sigma Sigma : A" 
special Happy Birthday Cake. 
Central Hall and Pearce Ford 
Tower: Throughout 1981, WKU 
..... 
'--,-", 
What's a parade without bands? There will he plenty of music coming from this year's 
parade as the Big R ed Marching Band, as well as area high school bands like the one 
above, tak e to the streets along with floats depicting Western's 75-year histor y. . 
One of Kentucky's oldest 
insurance agencies salutes 
Western Kentucky University 
on its 75th Anniversary. 
Charles M. Moore Insurance is proud to be a part of 
a comm unity where higher education plays such an 
important role. As one of Kentucky's oldest con-
tin uously run insurance agencies, we realize the im-
portance of tradition and achieving a level of ex-
cellence that is unsurpassed. 
With the same foresight and pioneering spirit of 
Western's founder, Dr. Henry Hardin Cherry, we 
have built a full service business, with your needs in 
mind. 
Congratulations to Western Kentucky University. 
May your future be long a nd prosperous and may 
you continue your tradition of quality education. 
Charles In. Mloore 
Insurance Agency 
People working for you 
.... 
.. 
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Homecoming retains goals after 55 years 
v 
A fter 55 years, Home-coming at ' Western Kentucky University 
has the same purpose and many 
of the'same activitie~ it had when 
it began . 
" We want you to come ... to 
advance the institution and to 
establish in its life a great annual 
Homecoming Day when we can 
get together and renew old friend-
ships and exhange experiences," . 
Henry Hardin Cherry wrote in . 
1927. 
They celebrated that first 
Homecoming with a pep rally and 
an open house. Before the game, 
a 50-cent dinner was provided for 
those who ordered tickets in ad-
vance. 
When Westerners return to the 
Hill Oct. 31, the 1981 Homecom-
The Hilltopers Quartet gained national recognition in 
popular music during the 1950s when they were students at 
Western. From left, they're Billy Vaughn, Don McGuire, 
J immy Sacca and Seymour Spiegelman. 
FMC's Bowling Green 
plant manufactures a 
line of Link-Belt® rope-
operated truck cranes. 
ing will celebrate the University's 
75th anniversary, and an array of 
Homecoming activities, centered 
around the Diamond Jubliee 
theme, " Foundation for the 
Future," will be something alum-
ni and friends will remember for 
years to come. 
Homecoming in 1927 was an 
excellent way to show off 
Western 's new football stadium, 
which stood where the I van 
Wilson Center for Fine Arts 
stands today. 
The Homecoming of 1932 was 
original, with a " Depression Sup-
per" providing a free meal for 
about 2500 people. 
T h e Depression Supper, 
" because of its novelty, its 
economy, its sincerity and its 
building of good fellowship, will 
long be remembered as one of the 
highlights of the 1932 Homecom-
ing," said one newsletter . 
Ticket prices were 75 cents in 
advance and one dollar at the gate 
due to the bad economic condi-
tions that year. 
About this time, in the early 
1930s, the Homecoming dance 
emerged as a way for alumni and 
students to "get together " the 
~ight before the game. 
Another important part of the 
earcly 1930 Homecomings was the 
For 75 years folks in our area have been enjoy-
ing, and even helping to develop, the outstan-
ding education~1 t.raditions at Western Kentucky 
University. FMC shares such a tradition of ex-
cellence with the University arid alumni. For 94 
year&. we have been producing quality products 
for a better American life today ... .and tomorrow. 
-FMC 
'0 
FMC Corporation 
Crane and Excavator Division 
Bowling Green, Kentucky 42101 
mass chapel held in Van , Meter 
Auditorium the morning of the 
game. 
The schedule of events in 1933 
said that during the mass chapel 
everyone would be given a chance 
to deliver a one minute speech as, 
" a boost for education in Ken-
tucky, for Western , for any wor-
thy cause, or as a call for militant' 
loyalty. " 
In 1934, the Homecoming 
game had no winner. Western 
played Howard University to a 
0-0 tie . 
Football games were suspend-
ed during World War II, so 
Homecomings were not held dur-
ing that period. 
In 1949, the first Homecoming 
Queen, Teddy Lou Johnson, was 
crowned. The crown was 
somehow misplaced, and Miss 
Johnson wore a crown ,made of 
cardboard. 
Former Western President Kel-
ly Thompson's daughter, Pattye, 
was crowned Homecoming Queen 
in 1955. 
Homecoming expanded to 
three days in the 19608, and in 
1970, the Homecoming Game 
between Western and Eastern 
Michigan was one of the most 
"exciting" in Western 's history. 
Both teams were ranked in the 
top 10 nationally. Tenth-ranked 
Western up set sixth-ranked 
Eastern, 45-6. 
The "Hilltoppers," who gained 
national recognition in popular 
music during the 1950s, were 
guests of the University for the 
1972 Homecoming. Members of 
the group, Billy Vaughn, Don 
McGuire, Jimmy Sacca and 
Seymour Spiegelman, had two 
good records, "Trying" and 
"P .S. I Love You," and they 
entertained in their Western letter 
sweaters and beanies. 
Many changes and unusual 
things have happened since that 
first Homecoming in 1927, but 
the traditions, like the bon-fire 
and the pep-rally; the purpose, 
and the spirit have long remained 
a part of Homecoming on the 
Hill. 
This publication was produced by the Franklin Favorite, 
Franklin, Ky., in cooperation with the Office of Public Informa-
tion, Western Kentucky University. 
. . 
. An Equal Opportunity & Affirmative Action Employer M/F 
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Committee of 75 
Group to support 
future ofWKU 
In recognition of Western Ken-
tucky University's 75th Anniver-
sary, the Board of Regents 
authorized the appointment of 
the special Committee of 75 
consists of 75 persons from all 
across the Commonwealih. 
Members offer advice on plan-
ning for the future, help in telling 
potential students about Western, 
and aid in building enthusiastic 
support for the University 
throughout the state and nation. 
President Donald Zacharias, 
recommended the idea for the 
committee to the board. 
"Anniversaries are . important 
because they provide a time for 
reflection on accomplishments 
and expectations about new suc-
cesses, " said Dr. Zacharias. 
Another major purpose of the 
Committee of 75 is "to involve 
directly some opinion leaders who 
can offer \ (.!reative ideas about 
strengthening Western's current 
academic programs pnd adding 
new ones, and who will speak up 
for those programs throughout 
the state, he said. 
" If we are to achieve equity in 
the allocation of funds in the 
future , we need to build a base of 
people who understand our mis-
sion and share our dedication to 
it, " said President Zacharias. 
George Hulse, Owensboro, Ky., 
Billy Hunt, Frankfort, Ky., 
James "Jim" White Jackson, 
Prospect, Ky. , William D. 
Johnson Sr., Franklin, Ky., Dr. 
Nicholas Z. Kafoglis, Bowling 
Green, Ky. , Dr. James C. King, 
Lexington, Ky., William Kuegel, 
Owensboro, Ky., Bob Lancaster, 
Bowling Green, Ky., Dr. John A. 
Logan III, Henderson, Ky., Dr. 
Dan Martin, Madisonville, Ky., 
Dr. Jerry Martin, Bowling 
Green, Ky., H. Linden 
McLellan, Louisville, Ky., Dr. 
W.R. McCormack , Bowling 
Green, Ky., Don McGuire, Lex-
ington, Ky., Dr. William 
Meacham, Nashville, Ky., Joe 
Medalie, Bowling Green, Ky., 
Elliott Ray (Chip) Miles Jr., 
Hopkinsville, Ky., Dr. Brad 
Mutchler, Paducah, Ky. 
Dr. Bille Newman, Hender-
son, Ky., Clair NichoLs, 
Frankfort,. Ky., Mary Ray 
Oaken, Cadiz, Ky. , J.T.(Top) 
Orendorf, Bowling Green, Ky. , 
Leon Page, Franklin, Ky., James 
(Tony) Page, Paducah, Ky. , 
John S. Palmore, Frankfort, Ky., 
Harry Peart, Bowling Green, 
Ky. , Herb Pence, Elizabethtown, 
Ky., John K. Penrod, Paducah, 
Up the hill 
Students face the rising sun as they make their way past the Ivan Wilson Fine Arts 
Center to attend 8 a.m. classes. 
Ky., Eddie Pfingston, Sturgis, 
Ky. , Dr. James T. Ramsey, 
Frankfort, Ky., Dr. Bill Rideout, 
Henderson, Ky. , Everett 
Sanders, Hodgenville, Ky., 
William "Whitey" Sanders, 
Milwaukee, WI, James Scott, Green, Ky. , Richard Thomas, 
Bowling Green, Ky., Dr. Walter Ashland, Ky., James Topmiller, 
N. Scott, New York, N.Y., Larry Louisville, Ky., Cal Turner, Jr., 
B. Shelton, Nashville, TN, Scottsville, Ky., Billy Vaughn, 
Albert P . Smith Jr., Washington, Bowling Green, Ky., Dr. Raytha 
D.C., Joe Taylor, Bowling Yokely, Russellville, Ky. 
Members of the Committee 
helped organize activities in con-
junction with Homecoming 1981. 
Members are: Mike Abell, 
Louisville, Ky., William E. 
Allender, Bowling Green, Ky. , 
Donald L. Armstrong, Frankfort; 
Ky., Alan BAker, Bowling 
Green, Ky., Mrs. Trib , 
Owensboro, Ky., Charles Barns, 
Columbia, Ky., Joy Bale Boone, 
Elkton, Ky., Tim Lee Carter, 
Tompkinsville, Ky., Glenn Cat-
chings, Bowling Green, Ky., Dan 
Davis, Bowling Green, Ky. , 
Mark Eastin III, Bowling Green, 
Ky., Tome Emberton, Edmon-
ton, Ky., Jack Eversole, Bowling 
Green, Ky., Fran Forgy, 
Louisville, Ky., J. David Fran-
cis, Bowling Green, Ky., C. Ray 
Franklin, Asheville, N.C. 
Archives tell of first graduate at WKU 
Mary D. Gaines, Bowling 
Green, Ky., Woodford Gardner 
Jr., Glasgow, Ky., Dr. Paul 
Gerard, Elizabethtown, Ky., 
Patricia Lynn Glasser, Louisville, 
Ky., John Gray, Madisonville, 
Ky. , Mrs. Lois H . Gray, 
Glasgow, Ky . , John Grider, 
Bowling Green, Ky., Basil Grif-
fin, Bowling .Green, Ky., 
Houston Griffin, Bowling Green, 
Ky., Dr. Richard Grise, Bowling 
Green, Ky., Robert Hargrove, 
Milton, Ky., Charles E. Harris, 
Somerset, Ky., Frank Hatfield, 
Shepherdsville, Ky., George T. 
Hempenstall , Buckner, Ky., 
Flora Stallard is a pioneer in 
Western's history. 
Miss Stallard who later became 
Mrs. J.B. Thomas, was the first 
person to graduate from Western. 
There were 12 other students 
graduating in the class of 1908, 
but Miss S.tallard completed her 
coursework a semester early. 
It's hard to imagine what it 
must have been like to graduate 
back then. Unfortunately, 
available information is limited 
for that time, but the University 
Archives is available to offer some 
excellent information. 
In 1914, Commencement con-
sisted of Chapel, a sermon, school 
of music exercises, special ac-
tivities for alumni and other 
speeches. 
The June 1914 edition of "The 
Elevator," forerunner of "The 
College Heights Herald , " 
described the annual alumni ban-
quet: 
'Mortal eyes ne'er beheld 
a more beautiful scene than 
the alumni banquet on the 
lawn, Normal Heights. 
Gathered around the festive 
board were about two hun-
dred people, Board of 
Regents, the faculty, 
visiting alumni and the 
graduating class of 1914, 
together with their fathers, 
mothers, sweethearts, many 
of whom had journeyed far 
to witness the exercises of 
the week. The banquet, 
consisting of six courses, 
was prepared by the 
Domestic Science girls 
under the skillful supervi-
sion of Miss Scott, who, by 
the way, is the best cook in 
the world, none excepted. 
We shall not attempt to 
describe the elegance, the 
splendor or the brauty of 
the banquet, for we cannot 
do it justice ... 
Post graduation celebrations 
often consisted of a trip down the 
river to Mammoth Cave. Most 
went by boat, but as the event 
became more and more popular 
groups of people started to bike 
there. 
At the first graduation in 1908, 
diplomas were presented by 
President Henry Hardin Cherry. 
One of Western's oldest buildings, Florence Schneider, as it appeared during con-
struction. 
" 
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Queen, not alvvays a part of 
Home'coming festivities 
Homecoming at Westen Ken-
tucky University hasn't always in-
cluded the crowning of a queen. 
The first Homecoming Queen 
at Western was elected in 1949 
and wore a cardboard crown. Of-
ficials had hoped to use the crown 
designed for the Talisman queen, 
b1,lt a crown had to be made out of 
white cardboard. 
Homecoming Queens since that 
time have worn more substantial 
crowns, and although some early 
Homecoming traditions have 
changed, the annual crowning of 
a Queen has not. 
The Queen who wore the 
"cardboard crown" was Teddy 
Lou Johnson, an art major who 
represented West Hall in the 1949 
pageant. 
- The Queens for the next 10 
years were: 1950 - Jean Amos, a 
Cave City senior; 1951 - Nancy 
Atkinson, a White Plains junior; 
1952 - Tyler Diemer, a junior 
elementary education major; 1953 
Jane Winchester from 
Taylorsville; 1954 - Netta 
Oldham, an Owensboro senior; 
1955 - Pattye Thompson, Bowl-
ing Green, a senior physical 
education major; 1956 - Shirley 
Barnes, a Beaver Dam senior; 
1957 - Phyllis Robinson, a junior 
elementary education major from 
Hazard; 1958 - Marilyn Norris, 
from Syemour, Ind.; and 1959 -
Alice Chumbley, a Jamestown 
junior. 
The Queens of the 1960s were: 
1960 - Dianne Robinson, a 
Hazard junior; 1961 - Martha Jo 
Johnson, a Scottsville senior; 
1962 - Wanda Steenbergen, a 
Glasgow physical education ma-
jor; 1963 - Pat Norman, a senior 
commercial education major from 
Glasgow ; 1964 Christine 
DeVries, a Bowling Green senior; 
1965 - Linda Thomas, a senior 
English major from Burkesville; 
1966 - Sharon roby, a senior 
elementary education major from 
Owensboro; 1967 - Pat Hunt, a 
senior sociology major from 
Bowling Green; 1968 - Charlsie 
Malone, a Clarksville, Tenn. 
junior; 1969 - Dru Gibson, a 
junior elementary education ma-
jor from Bowling Green. 
The Queens of the '70s were: 
1970 - Suzanne Riggins, a senior 
sociology and psychology major 
from Jonesboro, Ark.; 1971 -
Brynda Taylor , a junior 
psychology and recreation major; 
1972 Alice Gatewood, a 
sophomore art major from Bowl-
ing Green; 1973 - Cherie Hox-
worth, a Beaver Dam senior; 
1974 - Gayle Smith, a senior 
elementary education major from 
Glasgow; 1975 - Brenda Smiley, a 
sophomore clothing and mer-
chandising major from Vanzant; 
1976 - Marissa Greene, a junior 
commercial art major from Win-
chester; 1977 - Joyce Ann 
Haskins, a sophomore speech 
pathology major from Camp-
bellsville, 1978 - Connie Gibson, 
a sophomore education major 
from Hodgenville; 1979 - Betty 
Thompson, a senior clothing and 
textiles major from Bowling 
Green. 
The first Queen of the '80s is 
Jane Lockin, a junior business 
management major from Benton, 
Ill . She will give up her title on 
October 31, during the Western's 
55 th homecoming game, 
to ... we 'll see on Saturday! 
Western's 
32ndqueen 
The first Homecoming 
queen of the 1980s, Jane 
Lockin , a junior business 
management major from 
Ben ton, Ill. , during 
crowning ceremonies at 
last year's Homecoming 
game. Miss Lockin is one 
of only 32 young women 
who have been crowned 
queen during Western's 
75 years. 
From the founding father t 
the six men who have m 
Someone once wrote, "It takes 
a great man to plant a tree under 
whose shade he knows will never 
sit. " 
In Western Kentucky Universi-
ty's 75-year history, six leaders 
have cast long shadows over the 
hilltop. Under their direction, a 
heritage was built, a heritage of 
strength in academic and athletic 
excellence, a fierce pride in what 
the traditional colors of Red and 
White represent, and a dedication 
to make WKU an even greater 
comprehensive University to meet 
the demands of the next 75 years. 
We remember them as we look 
back on homecoming, 1981. It all 
started in 1906 ... 
Dr. Henry Hardin Cherry 
1906-1937 
Dr. Henry Hardin Cherry 
assumed presidential duties at 
Western in 1906. Already an 
internationally-known pioneer in 
the field of higher education, 
especially in teacher training, Dr. 
Cherry ied Western from a small, 
relatively unkown normal school 
to a large, widely recognized 
teachers college. 
"A college is not its campus, its 
walks, its buildings," Dr. Cherry 
once said. "A college is an ideal , a 
spirit, a long tradition, a zeal for 
more life and more knowledge." 
That statement, in substance, 
has come down through the years 
to be known as "The Western 
Spirit." That spirit has remained 
through the years, and has lifted 
the college to great heights in 
meeting an infinite variety of 
challenges. It was one of many 
gifts from Western 's founder, 
whose personality influen~ed the 
school and left many legends and 
traditions on the Hill. 
Dr. Cherry was a member of 
the executive committee which 
organized ~ statewide campaign 
for better educational conditions , 
memorializing the Genera l 
Assembly of 1908, which enacted 
more constructive legislation 
po ss ib ly than an y other 
legislature in the history of the 
Commonwealth up to that time. 
Dr. Paul L. Garrett 
1937-1955 
.Western's second president, 
Dr. Paul L. Garrett, was in-
terested in the welfare of students 
on the Hill. During the 18 years 
of his presidency, Dr. Garrett 
was able to bring the reality the 
dream of his predecessor, Dr. 
Henry Hardin Cherry, by super-
vising completion of the Ken-
tucky Building. 
He was noted as a prominent 
educator in Kentucky and in the 
South. 
A native of Shelby County, 
Ky., Dr. Garrett led Western 
through a period when 
enrollments dipped drastically 
and strength to survive was 
necessary - during the World 
War II years. 
Times became tough, but of a 
different nature than those WKU 
experiences today. They offered 
challenges to Dr. Garrett, who is 
documented iiI the University Ar-
chives as heading for 
Washington; D.C. to offer cam-
pus facilities for the war effort. 
Dr. Kelly Thompson 
1955-1969 
" 
Dr. Kelly Thompson's career 
has spanned approximately two-
thirds of the 75 years in Western 
Kentucky University's history, 
and today, as chairman of the 
board of the College Heights 
Foundation , he's still on the job. 
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Dr. Thompson's career began 
in 1929, when Dr. Henry Hardin 
Cherry, hired him to serve as a 
field representative. Some per-
sons coming back to the Hill this 
weekend will remember him in 
that role. 
"You know, when you get to 
looking around, I'm one of the 
last links to the founder's career 
and to the beginning of this 
organization," he says, laughing. 
More will remember Dr. Thomp-
son as the Uniersity's third presi-
dent from 1955 to 1969, and even 
more will remember him as the 
president of the College Heights 
Foundation, a post he held until 
January 1980, when he assumed 
the role as chairman of the Foun-
dation's board. 
He was elevated to the Western 
presidency after 26 years as a 
member of the administrative 
staff as field representative, direc-
tor of public relations, assistant to 
the president and as acting 
president after the death of Dr. 
Garrett. 
Today, Dr. Thompson works 
part-time with the Foundation, 
primarily assisting those in-
terested in will and codicils. 
During the past decade, Dr. 
Thompson reorganized and 
developed the Foundation with 
the result ihat its growth has been 
extraordinary. In 1969, when Dr. 
Thompson stepped down from 
the presidency of Western and 
assumed the position of president 
of the College Heights Founda-
tion, the agency changed and ex-
panded, adding a memorial fund 
for contributions to be kept in 
perpetuity. Scholarship and 
special service funds totaled 
$194,000 then. Today, total 
assets of the Memorial Fund and 
student loan program, plus 
general operations, exceed $4.5 
million. 
Under Dr. Thompson's direc-
tion, the Kentucky General 
Assembly elevated the institution 
to university status on June 16, · 
1966. 
In recognition of his work and 
leadership during the progressive 
decade of the '60's, Dr. Thomp-
son was honored by the Kentucky 
Press Association as "The 
Outstanding Kentuckian of the 
Year, " and Gov. Edward T. 
Breathitt presented Dr. Thomp-
son with the first "Kentuckv 
Distinguished Citizen Award" i~ 
1965. 
The Western K e n tucky 
University Affiliate of the Na-
tional Public Relations Student 
Society of American honored Dr. 
Thompson in 1977 by designating 
its official name the Kelly 
Thompson Chapter of the Public 
R elations Student Society of 
America. 
Dero G. Downing 
1969-1979 
Dr. Dero G. Downing , 
associated with Western Ken-
tucky University for 40 years and 
president of the institution for 10 
years, completed his term a 
fourth president of the University 
Jan. 8, 1979. 
He now serves as president 
emeritus of the University and as 
president of the College Heights 
Foundation, a post he assumed in 
Feb . 1980. 
The native of Fountain Run, 
Ky., came to Western on a 
basketball scholarship in the fall 
of 1939 and went on to become a 
starting guard on some of Coach 
E.A. Diddle's finest teams, in-
cluding the 1942 squad that was 
the first Hilltopper team to par-
ticipate in the National Invita-
tional Tournament in New York. 
That squad came home with the 
runner-up trophy. 
Dr. Downing has held various 
positions on Western's faculty 
and administrative staff since 
1946. Prior to becoming vice 
president, he was dean of 
business affairs and also served as 
dean of admissions. He also held 
the post of registrar. 
When he came to Western in 
1946, he taught mathematics and 
was basketball coach in the high 
school division of the University's 
Training School. 
IIW'}~ 
Dr. John D. Minton 
1979 
Dr. John Minton was named 
fifth president of Western Ken-
tucky University by the Board of 
Regents when he held the top ad-
ministrative post during the long 
and difficult eight-month search 
for a replacement for President 
Dero Downing. 
During that period, he also 
maintained his position as vice 
president for Administrative Af-
fairs, and he returned to that post 
when the Board appointed Dr. 
Donald Zacharias in May, 1979. 
A native of Trigg County, Dr. 
Minton taught at Trigg County 
High School and served as prin-
cipal there before joining WKU's 
faculty as a member of the history 
department in 1958. 
An expert on "The New Deal 
in Tennessee," Dr. Minton has 
authored a book and several ar-
ticles about the Southern state 's 
view during the period of 
1932-38. 
. Dr. Minton has held several 
administrative offices in his 
tenure at Western. 
He has been associate dean and 
dean of the Graduate College. In 
July his title was changed to vice 
president for Student Affairs and 
he assumed the additional 
responsibility of supervising the 
areas of Scholastic Development. 
Dr. Donald W. Zacharias 
1979-
"The Universities which sur-
vive the next 10 years will do so 
because of their creativity and 
commitment to quality, " Dr. 
Donald Zacharias told Western 
Kentucky University's alumni in 
a message shortly after becoming 
the university's sixth president on 
August 1, 1979. 
Dr. Zacharias holds the Ph.D. 
degree in speech communication. 
His academic specialties are com-
munication and conflict manage-
ment, communication and social 
change and organizational com-
munication. 
The leade rsh ip of Dr. 
Zacharias maniIests itself in his 
own personal commitment to that 
creativity and quality which he 
has named as essential elements 
in administering a university. ' 
"Higher education has to re-
main sensitive to tne n,eeds of the 
society it serves; constantly it is 
looking for new ways to fulfill its 
mission. The history of Western is 
marked by innovation and 
responsiveness to the people it 
was designed to serve." As educa-
tion confronts new issues, he add-
ed, "our graduates will compete 
with the graduates of the nation's 
best universities for employment 
or for entrance into professional 
schools. If we fail to teach them 
well, we will have forfeited our 
right to exist. .. To meet these 
challenges it helps to have a tradi-
tion like Western's, " he said. 
Dr. Zacharias is the recipient 
of two major teaching awards, the 
Indiana University Teaching 
Award in 1963 and the Cactus 
Teaching Award at the University 
of Texas at Austin in 1971. He 
has authored and contributed to 
numerous publications in the area 
of speech communication. 
Prior to his appointment to 
Western, Dr. Zacharias had serv-
ed si{lce 1978 as executive 
secretary to the chancellor of the 
University of T exas System. 
He was a member of the UT-
Austin faculty prior to his ap-
pointment with the UT System, 
and served as assistant to the UT-
Austin President from 1974-1978. 
When his third year as Presi-
dent opened in August, Dr. 
Zacharias had completed his 
sixth budget, normally a once-a-
year process. three months after 
his inauguration as Western's 
sixth president, Dr. Zacharias 
faced state-mandated budget 
cuts, bringing some of the 
toughest challenges Kentucky 
public higher education has ever 
faced. 
Reflecting a nationwide trend, 
the budget reductions have has 
painful consequences upon every 
phase of the University's opera-
tion. And a nationwide report 
released by the American 
Association of State Colleges and 
Universities predicts a bleak: 
future for public higher education 
in terms of deterioration of 
human capital and finances. 
"This is a bitter pill for us all," 
Western's president said. " And 
yet, I have learned to appreciate 
the cooperative spirit that comes 
from the people working ob cam-
pus who have been toughened by 
adversity. 
" Western also needs the loyal-
ty , understanding , and en-
couragement of its alumni and 
many other friends as we all 
struggle to retam the spirit of the 
Hill. 
" 
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Bjg Red adds to 'Topper tradition of spirit 
In September 1979, a small 
group of administrators at 
Western were casually discussing 
the peculiar problem that the 
University had in not having an 
established school mascot. That 
conversation centered around 
WKU's successful athletic tradi-
tions, especially in basketball , 
and how important the 
total university image is to keep-
ing these traditions. The athletes 
and. coaches had always been high 
in ability and character; the 
cheerleaders were talented and at-
tractive; the students and fans 
were most supportive and seemed 
to thrive on the "red towel" sym-
bol that had been established by 
the legendary Western Coach, Ed 
Diddle. But yet something was 
missing. 
You see, folks at Western Ken-
tucky University are known as the 
Hilltoppers; a unique and appeal-
ing nickname especially in light of 
the lofty terrain of the Bowling 
Green campus. But have you ever 
tried to figure out just what a 
" Hilltopper" might be? Many 
have tried. On several occasions 
the University experimented with 
some rather interesting variations 
of what could be interpreted as a 
Hilltopper. But none of these 
characters seemed quite right. 
It was during this discussion 
that a decision was made to at-
tempt to create a totally new 
mascot that might not necessarily 
be considered as the HIlltopper 
but rather as a new athletic spirit 
symbol. The fans still needed to 
wave their red towel, but the 
University wanted to provide an 
additional element of color and 
excitement that would not only 
motivate crowds but entertain 
them as well. 
Two administrators , one form 
Student Affairs and one form 
Alumni Affairs, took the initiative 
(under the prompting of a fiery 
new Basketball Coach) to explore 
and create such a mascot. Dozens 
of creatures were studied, sket-
ches were made, but nothing 
seemed quite striking or 
sophisticated enough. 
It was at this point that a senior 
business major from Cincinnati 
was asked to lend his talents. 
Ralph Carey had worked at 
King's Island Amusement Park 
for several years and his job em-
phasis was in the area of live 
shows. He knew how the Hanna 
Barbera animated characters 
were built and maintained. He 
also knew how to wear and 
manipulate the costumes to excite 
a crowd or thrill a child. 
Ralph was made familiar with 
the situation and then turned 
loose to dream up a character that 
would be appropriate to Western. 
After much thought and a few 
days of sketching, Ralph 
presented what he thought was a 
good idea. The nature of his 
drawing was totally unexpected. 
Ralph had sketched a plump, 
fuzzy , round, red creature that 
was distinguished by a huge 
mouth capable of smiling, frown-
ing, and eating anything smaller 
than a breadbox. It could also 
maneuver with relative ease yet 
still use its arms and legs to ex-
press itself. It seemed perfect! 
It was decided that this just 
might be Western's new mascot. 
But what will its name be? Only 
one name came up. It had to be 
just simply "Big Red." Big Red 
was born Sept. 21, 1979. 
Ralph Carey then proceeded to 
design a costume that would 
physically and mechanically fit 
his sketch. He determined what 
materials were needed and how 
much his creation wouJd cost. 
Big Red was introduced to the 
public Dec. 1, 1979. The setting 
was the first home basketball 
game of the 1979-80 season. The 
crowd numbered 10,300. Prior to 
the game, as the teams left the 
floor for their last minute strategy 
talks, former WKU Head Basket-
ball Coach Gene Keady was call-
ed to center court by Santa Claus. 
Everyone in the arena wondered 
what was in the big white box 
decorated with a huge red bow. 
Without hesitation, Santa wished 
Coach Keady a Merry Christmas 
and presented Western fans, 
friends and foes with "Big Red." 
In the ensuing two years, this 
lovable furry creature has cap-
tured the hearts and imaginations 
of all Western students, faculty, 
alumni and fans. Big Red has 
made subdued crowds roar, and 
he (it appears to be a "he" 
although that has never been 
documented) has made hostile 
crowds docile. He has thrived on 
a steady diet of footballs and 
basketballs (in season of course), 
and he's put a sparkle in many 
eyes both young and old. 
Big Red is a hit. The secret to 
his success might be in his ability 
, 
The Center of Insurance: 
People and protection 
you can count on. 
to smile or frown, to laugh, to 
conform his face and body to ac-
comodate a particular situation or 
emotion. He is uni<fu-e..... He has 
become a symbol of Western 
Kentucky University. Requests 
for pe~sonal appearances are 
endless. 
Big Red is a winner. For two 
years in a row, he has captured 
the Universal Cheerleading 
Association's highest award 
which goes to team mascots. 
For the past two years, he 's 
been impersonated by Mark 
Greer, a student from Hodgen-
ville, Ky., who definite ly 
possesses the "Key to Spirit," 
which is the name of UCA's na-
tional award. 
Big Red has had a song written 
about him, been deputized by the 
Sheriff of Bowling Green and 
Warren County, and for the last 
couple of football seasons has 
been teasing imaginations of 
several thousand Hilltopper foot-
ball fans who wonder how he will 
enter the stadium at each home 
football game. Every entrance 
seems to upstage the previous 
one, leaving fans to eagerly 
wonder "what's next?" 
Big Red is here to , stay! 
For nearly twenty-five years 
the Center of Insurance has 
provided the people of Bowling 
Green and the surrounding 
counties with its full circle of 
products and services. 
That means giving people: 
• An honest and thorough 
assessment of their insurance 
needs 
• A consideration of a variety of 
insurance policies and 
options to meet their needs, 
not just one or two policies 
• Claims service that's under-
standing, efficient, and quick 
• A regular re-evaluation of cov-
erage to make sure their pol-
icy keeps up with rising 
values and costs. 
Center of Insurance is proud 
to include in its circle many 
of the individuals, families, 
and businesses of the Bowl-
ing Green area. Won't you join 
the circle of people and pro-
tection you can count on at 
the Center of Insurance? 
CENTER OF 
INSURANCE, 
INC. 
For People and Protection You Can Count On. 
1847 Scottsville Road· Bowling Green • 781-6200 
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Diddle legacy harp for others to duplicate 
, 
It is common knowledge to 
most sports fans in Kentucky and 
many throughout America that 
E .A. Diddle, Western Ken-
tucky's " man with a red towel," 
was one of the finest collegiate 
basketball coaches of all-time. 
The Diddle legacy on the hard-
wood is one that few coaches have 
been able to duplicate since Dr. 
James Naismith introduced the 
game at a YMCA in Springfield, 
Mass. back in 1891. The official 
record shows that Diddle am-
massed 759 victories against 302 
defeats in 42 seasons at WEstern, 
from 1922 to 1964, and was 
elected to the Basketball Hall of 
Fame in 1971. 
The parallel between the suc-
cess of Diddle as a coach and 
Western as a university is not 
coincidental, and this story recalls 
some of the best about the man 
and his school, as WKU 
celebrates its 75th anniversary in 
1981. 
Diddle put Western on the map 
nationally taking his 
charges throughout the United 
States to g~in exposure for his up-
and-coming program which 
featured the never-before-seen 
"fast break." Most of that na-
tional recognition came from the 
eight appearances Diddle led 
Western to in the National Invita-
tion Tournament in New Xork 
City. -. , , 
It was in New York where Did-
dle 's red towel became the 
trademark with which he and 
Western athletics would be 
associated. The big city press 
went wild over the funloving 
coach " from the hills of Ken-
tucky," playing the D iddle-Red 
Towel legend to the hilt and 
establishing die run-and-gun 
Hilltoppers as perrenial crowd 
favorites in Madison Square 
Garden. 
It was basketball that made 
Diddle and the red towel legends 
while spreading the school's name 
throughout the county. But often 
times overlooked is Diddle 's 
outstanding record in other sports 
at Western - women 's basket-
ball , football and baseball. 
Diddle's single season as 
women's basketball coach on " the 
Hill" is typical of the success and 
good fortune he enjoyed while at 
the Bowling Green school. 
It was in 1922-23 that Diddle 
led Western to a 5-3 overall mark 
and the women's state basketball 
Diddle coached football alone, 
with no assistants, and has the 
opportunity to further develop 
the no-nonsense, all business ap-
proach to effective coaching that 
he would possess throughout his 
basketball career. 
"He coached it all by himself 
and played it rough-and-ready 
style. We would run basic plays 
- off tackle, end runs, reverses, 
_ and a pass now and then," said 
Ted Hornback, a Diddle-coached 
football player and later an -assis-
tant basketball and head tennis 
coach at Western for more than 
30 seasons. "He did a great job 
with what he had. Our facilities 
"He coached it all by himself and played it 
rough-and-ready style." 
championship by beating Ken-
tucky State 27-19. Not only did 
Diddle gain his first champion-
ship trophy that season , but he 
also captured something that 
would prove to mean more to him 
that all the future championships 
combined - a wife, in the form of 
his all-state forward, Louise 
Monin. 
Diddle had taken over the 
Western football coaching reigns 
from L.T. Smith in the fall of '22, 
turning in a sparkling 9-1 record 
during his "rookie" year on the 
gridiron. All told, in seven 
seasons as the H illtoppers ' head 
football coach, Diddle won 38, 
lost 24 and tied two for a won-lost 
percentage of .613. 
Ted Hornback 
and equipment weren't that good 
back then and Coach had to make 
do with what he had." 
"As far as philosophy is con- · 
cerned, he (Diddle) wasn't that 
much defferent than he was as a 
basketball coach. He was, of 
course, a disciplinarian but he 
was able to get things across to 
players that other coaches might 
not be able to. He was great with 
young people," Hornback con-
tinued. " But it (coaching foot-
ball) got to be too much for him 
because he was coaching basket-
ball and baseball, too. I think it 
relieved a lot of pressure when he 
could put his concentration on 
two sports instead of three." 
T hus, Diddle gave up football 
Aca demic, athletic s tandouts 
look ba ck at life at Western 
Since 1906, Western Kentucky 
University has demonstrated con-
sistent excellen ce in other 
academic and athletic programs. 
To be sure, Western has always 
made a concerted effort to put 
academics and athletics in proper 
prospective while realizing that 
quality programs in both areas 
are essential for maintaining a 
well-rounded and purposeful col-
legiate atmosphere. 
Though many see academics 
and athletics as separate entities, 
W estern has seen many of its 
alumni disprove that theory. 
Many have emerged from 
distinguished academic-athletic 
careers on the Hill to become suc-
cessful business and professional 
leaders all across the country. 
As part of the University's 75th 
anniversary celebration , Western 
remembers some of them: 
William " Whitey" Sanders of 
Millwaukee, Wisc., has earned 
national acclaim in the past 20 
years as one of America 's most 
successful editorial cartoonists. 
As a standout football player at 
Western from 1951-53, Sanders 
followed in the footsteps of 
former H illtopper All-American 
quarterback Jimmy Feix, and 
became the starting signal-caller 
on the '53 squad that went 6-4 
unde Coach J ack Clayton . 
Sanders, in fact , led the nation in 
pass completion percentage that 
season despite missing three 
games with an injury. 
Sanders, who has worked at the 
Millwaukee J ournal since 1966, 
has fond memories of his years at 
Western , even attributing much 
of his later success in the 
newspaper business to the school. 
"There was, and still is, 
something special about Western. 
The people there gave me a feel-
ing that they cared about me as 
an individual and not just as 
another student," said Sanders. 
" l owe a great deal to people like 
Ivan Wilson, Kelly Thompson, 
Frank Griffin and so many 
others. They all had a great deal 
of character and infl uenced me in 
a positive, sincere way. 
" I believe that my athletic 
career at Western has helped me 
in my career ," he said. "There's a 
Continued on 
page 10 
following the 1928 season which, 
ironically, was probably his best. 
That unit, led by halfback Turner 
Elrod and quarterback Lynn 
"Cy" Williams, shut out seven 
consecutive opponen.ts before los-
ing to Union (Tenn.) College, 7-6. 
Western bounced back, however, 
to blank Cumberland 25-0 and 
gain a win by forfeit over Eastern 
to wrap up the Kentucky state 
football championship with an 
8-1 overall record. 
Diddle began coaching 
baseball in the spring of 1923 and 
didn 't give up the job until the 
conclusion of the 1957 season whn 
he was 62 years old. Diddle en-
joyed as much success in baseball 
as he did in every other sport he 
coached, finishing with a lifetime 
record of 235-151. His career vic-
tory total in baseball remains a 
school record. 
His best team was probably the 
1928 state champions that finish-
ed 16-1. That club won twelve 
consecutive games at one stage of 
the season, a record that stood 
until WKU's 1980 team won 19 in 
a row. 
Diddle also led the Hilltoppers 
to two of their three Ohio Valley 
Conference baseball champion-
ships. In 1952, Western won two 
of three games with Eastern to 
wrap up the title after finishing 
the year with an overall mark 6f 
11-3 behind the ace pitching of 
basketball hol dovers Gene 
Rhoades and Art Spoelstra . 
The following season, Diddle 
and the 'Tops did it again, winn-
ing the OVC title with an 8-2-1 
record and two-game sweep of 
Tennessee Tech in the post-
season playoffs. 
As legendary as D iddle's 
outstanding record and red towel 
was his manner of speaking. 
U sing words never before 
heard, Diddle had a habit of 
speaking sentences upside down ... 
- the words and phrases, similar 
to baseball Hall-of-Fame!: Casey 
Stengal's "Stengalese " , be~me 
know as " Diddleisms." 
Diddle stories are themselve 
legendary on " the Hill" and a 
famous one centered around Did-
dle the Baseball coach . Western 
was to play Eastern Kentucky, 
200 miles away in Richmond. 
" We'll have to cancel the game," 
Diddle said over his telephone in 
Bowling Green. " It 's raining." 
The Eastern coach said he hadn 't 
~een rain all day. "Well, just look 
out your window," Diddle said . 
But when one thinks of Diddle 
one thinks of basketball, first -
successful basketball, that is. And 
rightly so. 
Diddle's teams at Western won 
32 basketball championships, 
playing in three NCAA tour-
nament!' and eight NIT's. Did-
dle's teams won 20 games or more 
in 18 different seasons, doing it 
ten straight times from 1934-43. 
Various All-America teams listed 
13 Diddle- coached players. 
But it's worth mentioning that 
there was more to Ed Diddle the 
coach than just men 's · basketball 
- as his record in women's 
basketball, football and baseball 
belies. Success seemed to go hand 
in hand with the Diddle name, no 
matter what sport he was 
coaching. 
All in all, Diddle won 1037 
games at Western while lost just 
480, compliling a winning percen-
tage of .684. And, simply pU:t, he 
established one, if not " the," 
grea~est all- around coaching -
records in the history of collegiate 
athletics. 
Yes, that's worth mentioning. 
Judy Beard, a senior, reads the minutes during an 
Associated Student Government meeting. Judy is also in the 
Kappa Delta sorority. These are just two of many ex-
tracuricullar activities designed tor s(udenfs. 
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Standouts remember years on 'the Hill' 
~ntinued from 
page 9. 
combination of fellowship and 
discipline in organized athletics 
that tunes one up for a lifelong 
" career. 
Dr. Bill Ploumis, a prominent 
practicing orthodontist in New 
Rochelle, N.Y. since 1966, also 
appreciates the fellowship and 
discipline he gained as a student-
athlete at Western. 
A native of PittSbUrgh, Pa., 
Ploumis was a standout in both 
football and track at Western 
from 1950-54. 'One of the club 's 
top offensive ~nds as a gridder, 
Ploumis jokingly refers to himself 
as "the guy that helped make 
Jimmy Feix famous." 
Upon his graduation from 
Western in 1954, Ploumis was 
drafted by the Los Angeles Rams 
as the man who might replace 
legendary Hall-of-Famer Elroy 
"Crazylegs" Hirsch at split end. 
Ploumis, in fact, made the Rams' 
final cut but, in a lastrminute 
decision, gave up a pro football 
career and instead went to 
medical school at the suggestion 
of , Western mathematics pro-
fessor Dr. Hugh Johnson. 
Ploumis credits Dr. Johnson 
along with Dr. H.L. Stephens, 
Dr. L. Y. Lancaster and Dr. 
Ward Sumpter of the Western 
biology department as deserving 
influences during his stay on the 
Hill. 
"Those men roasted me' over a 
fire. I was somewhat complacent 
as a student in the beginning but 
after hearing them tell me how 
important school was, I finally 
got things in gear," said Ploumis. 
"My instructors, along with 
Coach (Fred) Clayton, gave me a 
great deal of motivation. It was 
that combination of athletics and 
academics that made Western one 
of the memorable parts of my 
life. " 
Western was also memorable 
for William "Red" McCrocklin, 
Western's first basketball All-
American and one of the finest 
players in the school's history. 
McCrocklin was a standout on 
some of Coach E.A. Diddle's 
fint)st teams that had a 
phenomenal combined record of 
77-9 from 1935-36 to 1937-38. 
Following graduation from 
Western, McCrocklin taught and 
coached at Louisville's Manual 
High School; but soon got a job in 
sales with the Buick Motor Divi-
sion, which was to remain his 
employer for the next 34 years. 
After 20 years as a salesman, 
McCrocklin was promoted to 
General Service Manager of the 
Buick Company. He remained in 
that position for 14 years until his 
retirement in 1976. Today, Mc-
Crocklin is enjoying his retire-
ment in Stuart, Florida. 
"We had some good times at 
Western and we had some awfully 
good ballclubs," said Mc-
Crocklin. "Of ocurse , Western 
was a small school back in those 
days and everybody seemed to 
know everybody else. We all got 
along well. 
"Mr. Diddle was a one-of-a-
kind person and helped me in 
many, many ways. You're never 
able to forget a manlike him, " he 
continued. "One of the things I 
remember most is that we were 
dying to play Kentucky and they 
never would play us. I guess some 
things don't change." 
Another former Hilltopper 
standout who has enjoyed great 
success · since his playing days at 
Western is Dr. Jack Glasser, a 
bright general practitioner in 
Bowling Green. 
. Glasser was a standout in the 
classroom and on the baseball 
diamond in each of his four years 
at Western (1970-73). A two-time 
All-Ohio Valley Conference cat-
cher (1971, '73) , Glasser was 
named to the NCAA Academic 
All-America first-team and was 
selected as the University's 
Athlete-of-the-Year as a senior. 
He too feels that "the books" 
and "sports" parallel in a number 
of meaningful ways. 
"Sports and schoolwork make 
you discipline yourself, both 
physically and mentally. 
Aihletics taught me how to deal 
effectively with people and that 
has helped me tremendously as a 
doctor," said Glasser. "I loved 
my four years at Western and 
wouldn 't trade them for anything. 
There ar.e some experiences in life 
that you just can't buy." 
These are just four of hundreds 
who achieved academic and 
athletic success at Western Ken-
tucky University before going on 
to successful careers on local, 
. regional, and national levels. 
And as much as they revere and 
acknowledged Western as an in-
tergral part of th~i? rise to suc-
cessful c'areers , We s tern 
acknowledges them to an even 
greater degree as products of 
academic and athletic programs 
that continue to flourish for the 
benefit of students, faculty 
friends and associates for years to 
come. 
Red towels represent Diddle, 
beginning of a tradition 
Waving a red towel has become 
a tradition for Western Kentucky 
University sports fans . 
The tradition started with a 
superstition of the late E.A. Did-
die , Western's head basketball 
coach from 1922-1964. 
Diddle coached the Hilltoppers 
through 1,062 games, and carried 
a red towel to them all. He clutch-
ed it, chewed on it, cried on it, 
and threw it in the air. 
"People looked for him to 
throw that towel in the ,air," Ted 
Hornback, a retired tennis coach, 
athletic director and physical 
education department head, said 
in 1974. 
The towel carried Diddle 
through 759 wins, the fourth 
highest total ever for a college 
coach. 
So when the red towels wave at 
Homecoming this weekend, they 
will be representing more than 
just the spirit of the fans. They 
will be representing Western's 
most successful . coach . and the 
beginning of a tradition. 
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Red and White symholizepride, excellence 
"-
They call it Red Towel Ter-
ritory, the Home of the Hilltop-
pers, a place to come to for more 
than 45,000 alumni and 13,000 
students ... Western Kentucky 
University. 
Situated on a hilltop in pic-
turesque Bowling Green, Ky., 
overlooking miles of southcentral 
Kentucky's beauty, Western 
Kentucky University claims one 
of the most beautiful campuses in 
the nation, with 200 acres of the 
main campus sprawling over the 
land made famous by Coach E.A. 
D iddle and his 42-year coaching 
legend. 
Coach Diddle clutched a red 
towel in his hand throughout his 
coaching career, marking WK U ' s 
red towel tradition. And whether 
it's an intercollegiate athletic 
event or a continuing education 
meeting for campus visitors, one's 
likely to see red towels waving or 
hanging out of hip pockets. 
It 's a sign of something 
Western is proud of .. . the 
Western Spirit ... and it shows in 
all areas of this comprehensive 
public ,university 's mission. 
For more than 75 years, WKU 
has provided high quality instruc-
tion, encouraged scholarly 
research and creative activity by 
faculty and students and served 
as a public service " resource 
center. 
As the familiar colors of red 
and white symbolize Western 's 
strength and pride, they are also 
reflected in a strong academic 
structure and tradition of athletic 
excellence. 
Western provides educational 
opportunities for undergraduate 
and graduate students that will 
prepare them for careers in the 
arts and sciences, education , 
government service, business, in-
dustry, health , agriculture and in 
other fields. Special porfessional 
and pre-professional curricula for 
technical career s are also 
available in various field of study. public service, Western 's Conti-
Among students in Kentucky, nuing Education Center hosts 
Western graduates annually have hundreds of conferences annual-
one of the highest rates of success ly. 
in gaining admission to medical, The Agriculture Expostion 
dental, veterinary and pharmacy Center on the University 's 
schools. 785-acre farm helps serve the 
The University is a state leader state's agricultural community 
in synfuels research, and a one-of- and the Kentucky Library and 
its-kind master's option in coal Museum is a valuable state 
chemistry enhances WKU's resource. 
academic and public service of- Graduates of the University 's 
ferings in coal technology. technology programs are in great 
" Other research projects in ~e demand, and WKU 's teacher 
ari!'bo.{)f resource management education program has maintain-
and envu-ohtne!!tal.. engineering ~ its position as ths most 
have focused on -~ "ltI1tt ' outstanding in Kentucky. 
regional needs, and in the area of " A faculty and student body 
have been recipients of such 
prestigious fellowships for ad-
vance study as the Danforth 
Woodrow Wilson, Fulbright-
Hays and Root-Tilden Awards, is 
balanced at Western by one of the 
nations most successful athletic 
programs. 
The Toppers have reigned as 
all-sports champions in the Ohio 
Valley Conference 12 of the last 
19 years, and have amassed more 
than twice as many OVC titles 
than any other conference 
member. 
NCAA Division I-AA members 
in all-time football winning 
percentage (.637) , seventh in total 
victories (339), and Head Coach 
Jimmy Feix ranks fourth among 
active 1-AA coaches with a 
percentage of .702. 
WKU 's 1980 average home 
football attendance of 16,160 
ranks sixth among Division 1-AA 
schools, and during the 1980-81 
football and basketball seasons, 
the Hilltoppers made nine televi-
sion "appearances broadcast to 
nearly 48 million households. 
Red Towel Territory .. . it's a " 
Western ranks fifth among place alive with Western Spirit! 
, 
Greenwood Mall is proud to be a part of a 
community where higher education plays _ 
such an important role. 
The traditions and educational excellence 
developed by Western Kentucky University 
over the past 75 years make us a ll proud to 
live in Bowling Green. 
While you're in town for Homecoming. 
stop by Greenwood Mall. We have dozens 
of stores. all under one roof. all with 
something just for you. 
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